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gery.
China. China is the biggest country and has biggest
population in the world. There is a big demand of the
vascular surgical service for the population with vascular
disease. However, there is not yet any official or national
vascular surgical training in China. Education for vascular
surgery is a part of a rotation in the 2-year training for
general surgery. Most of the experienced vascular surgeons
have their training from abroad. Advanced vascular surgical
techniques, including endovascular procedures, are con-
fined to big cities such as Beijing and Shanghai, where most
of the vascular surgeons have their apprentice training.
COLLABORATION OF VASCULAR SURGEONS
Collaboration in vascular education is increasing
among Asian countries through international congresses
and meetings, including The International Congress of the
Asian Society for Vascular Surgery, The Asian Venous
Forum, and The Asian Chapter Congress of the Interna-
Table II. Education and training for vascular surgery is
the main task of the Asian Society for Vascular Surgery
Asian Vascular Society became the Asian Society for Vascular
Surgery (ASVS)
• Founded in 1992
• 13 member countries/9 past presidents
• Supporting education, research, update knowledge, and
service in vascular surgery
• Annual International Congress of ASVS
• Education for vascular surgery in each country as subspecialty,
specialty, or nonspecialty.tional Union of Angiology.
on traditional (vs interventional) vascular surgical training. I wantCONCLUSION
Cardiovascular diseases have become more threatening
to the health of the population of Asia, with increased
mortality and disability due to the growing number of
aging people. Training in vascular surgery is the essential
mission of our societies to increase the number of compe-
tent vascular surgeons. Almost every member country in
the official Asian Society for Vascular Surgery has its own
vascular training program. Most curricula for vascular sur-
gery training are composed of basic vascular research, clin-
ical vascular medicine, vascular investigation, and open and
endovascular surgery with the period of training ranging
from 2 to 4 years.
I am grateful to the representatives of many member
countries who contributed the information for this presen-
tation: Hiroshi Shigematsu (Japan), Stephen W. K. Cheng
(Hong Kong), Young Wook Kim (Korea), S. S. Wang
(Taiwan), Mathew Sebastian (Singapore), Y. P. Leong and
Kevin Moissinac (Malaysia), and Yu Qi Wang (China).
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Dr Hong Suk Sue (Nanjing City, China). I am a Korean-
American vascular surgeon and joined the vascular community in
mainland China. I am surprised that in your presentation you
didn’t mention anything about mainland China, which has 1.3
billion people in population, and Taiwan, which you have pre-
sented as China, is only a small province compared to mainland.
And in fact, the 7th International Congress of Asian Society of
Vascular Surgery was held in Shanghai last November, which
means that there is very active vascular community in mainland
China.
I just stood up to inform The World Federation of Vascular
Society about the need to help them to expose and participate
themselves to the World Vascular Society as well as about the needto bring some attention and your opinion about thesematters, too.
Thank you.
Dr Sopon Jirasirithum. In order to prepare my presentation,
as I am the president of the Asian Society for Vascular Surgery, I
asked the president of the vascular society from each Asian Country
to provide me the information about the vascular education and
training in individual country. I sent a letter to all the presidents of
the societies from each country, but I didn’t receive anything back
from China. However, I know that China is a big country, and
vascular surgery in China is growing very fast. I would be very
happy for China to come and share their experience in the educa-
tion for the vascular surgery. And of course, the Asian Society for
Vascular Surgery will support the vascular education and training
in every Asian country, including China.
